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SPRING RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOL

  ANAPHYLAXIS POLICY

Rationale: Anaphylaxis is a severe and sudden allergic reaction that occurs when a person is exposed to an allergen (insect bite/food).  Anaphylaxis is potentially life threatening and requires an emergency response. 
Aim:

· To provide a safe environment in which allergies can be avoided.
· To provide staff with information to take appropriate and immediate action when a reaction occurs.
· To minimise the exposure of students at risk to know allergens.
Implementation:
Parents –

· Parents are responsible for notifying the school that their child is at risk. (enrolment or diagnosis).

· Food allergy students to only eat foods provided by parents from home (label lunch boxes and drink bottles).

· New teachers to be in serviced / informed by Principal and parent of allergic student.

Staff – 

· The school will endeavour to minimise the exposure of children at risk of an allergic reaction to known allergens.

· The Principal and staff will consult with the parents to establish an individual health care plan including an emergency response plan and plan for avoidance of known allergens.  Emergency Response Plan and poster will be displayed in the medical room, staffroom and classroom, library, canteen and teacher relief package.

· Staff will be informed / in serviced on the plan, procedures and emergency response plan.

· Staff will ensure the affected student is protected from teasing, provocation and ridicule.

· New teachers to watch anaphylaxis video / DVD (Sundey program) and trained in Epi Pen use (kit in the staffroom).

· Parents of allergic children to be informed and involved in all excursions and school activities.

· Appendices 1-10 will be completed as necessary

Relief Teachers – 

· Relief teachers to collect ‘Relief Teacher Packs’ from Administration.

· Relief teachers to be made aware of emergency response plans by the Registrar when signing the visitor’s book.  Instruction/demonstration to be provided on Epi Pen usage (this to be signed off by relief teacher and Principal/Registrar).

Community Members – 
· Canteen, P&C and school community to be informed at meetings and through school newsletters of anaphylaxis reactions to allergens and the school’s ‘Nut Minimisation Policy’ and avoidance procedures.

· Birthday cakes and party treats to be scrutinised by the teacher and/or Principal.

· Teachers to be aware many containers, craft materials, cream and other items contain nuts or nut residue.  They need to be washed thoroughly.

· Bird seed contains nuts or nut products – not permitted at school.
· One Epi Pen will be stored in the medical drawer in the staff room and in the classroom in a bum bag (hanging on the wall).

· Children bringing ‘nut products’ for lunch will be provided with a safe substitute.  A child who has accidentally eaten nuts must be supervised ensuring hands and face are washed after eating.  Parents will be immediately contacted and required to meet with Principal to discuss policy (written note or phone call).

· Sharing of food, utensils or containers is not permitted – school rule.

· Hygiene measures including hand washing, bench top cleaning is appropriate.

· Some of our students are severely allergic to the following:

· Nuts

· Bing sting

· Please avoid sending these foods to school where practical and possible.

Conclusion:

This policy promotes non contact with the allergens.  It provides a plan to identify symptoms and an emergency action plan for all staff to ensure the well being of identified students.
If in doubt use the Eip Pen – immediate action is vital.
Attached:

1. Action Plan
2. Health Plan

3. Checklist

4. Parent Nut Minimisation Policy
